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PURPOSE OF THE HISTORIC RESOURCES ELEMENT 

The Historic Resources Element provides the foundation for the protection and preservation of 
historic structures identified in the inventory. 

A defining feature of Laguna Beach is its variety and number of older homes and buildings. If 
the positive and inviting image of Laguna Beach as a pedestrian community with a unique 
village atmosphere and significant aesthetic amenities can be retained, the City will continue to 
enjoy prosperity and increased property values. 

The loss of numerous older buildings due to the escalating coastal real estate market and changes 
in the housing sizes and styles was the catalyst for the original Historic Resources Element 
adopted by the City in 1983. The City Council of Laguna Beach recognized the importance of 
enacting measures to protect its numerous historic buildings. In 1980 the City Council took a 
proactive approach composing a citywide inventory of structures with historic value. The 
Historic Resources Element provides guidelines, goals and policies that assist the City of Laguna 
Beach in preserving its historic and cultural resources. It establishes a broad framework for both 
public and private efforts and outlines an implementation program of both financial and planning 
incentives to promote long-term appreciation and preservation of historic resources. 

Through the Historic Resources Element and the Historic Preservation Ordinance, the City 
incorporates historic preservations as a major component of its local planning process and 
recognizes its importance to maintaining the quality of life of its residents, as well as promoting 
its attraction to visitors. 

SCOPE AND CONTENT OF THE HISTORIC RESOURCES ELEMENT 

The Historic Resources Element is not a state-mandated element of the General Plan. Even 
though this element is optional, it follows specified procedures developed for mandatory 
elements in terms of content, style and process. The Historic Resources Element is composed of 
three main components: 1) Introduction, 2) Issues, Goals and Policies, and 3) The 
Implementation Plan. The Issues, Goals and Policies section provides a description of the major 
issues related to preservation and protection of historic resources. Goals, which are overall 
statements of the community's desires, are comprised of broad statements of purpose and 
direction. Policies are action statements presented to address these issues. Implementation 
measures explain how the goals and policies will be achieved and implemented. 



RELATIONSHIP WITH OTHER GENERAL PLAN ELEMENTS 

The State of California General Plan Guidelines discusses the need for internal consistency 
among elements of a general plan. The goals, policies and implementation measures are 
consistent with the applicable elements of the City's General Plan, specifically the Land Use and 
Housing Elements. Throughout the preparation of this document, consistency and coordination 
has been maintained, not only with the General Plan, but also with other plans, such as the 
Vision Laguna Strategic Plan. 

RELATED PLANS AND PROGRAMS 

Vision Lapruna Strategic Plan 

In the spring of 1999, the Laguna Beach City Council appointed the Laguna Beach Vision 
Steering Committee to oversee and manage the Vision Laguna Strategic Plan. The mission of 
Vision Laguna 2030 was to generate a consensus about the future direction of Laguna Beach. 
The Vision Laguna 2030 process required gathering a database, identifllng a shared vision, 
developing a strategic plan, and planning for implementation. This update to the City's Historic 
Resources Element has incorporated pertinent historic preservation goals and projects fi-om the 
Vision Laguna Strategic Plan. 

Downtown Specific Plan 

Downtown Laguna Beach was one of the first areas of the City to be extensively developed in 
the early 1900's. The downtown presence and character distinguishes the community from most 
of the surrounding cities. The policies established in the Downtown Specific Plan are for the 
purpose of maintaining and enhancing this unique character. Historic preservation is identified 
as an important concern in the downtown because of the close relationship to other planning and 
design considerations. The goals and policies of the Downtown Specific Plan are consistent with 
the policies of the Historic Resources Element of the City's General Plan 

Historic Preservation Ordinance 

The provisions of the City of Laguna Beach Historic Preservation Ordinance provide a tool for 
implementing the Historic Resources Element. The Ordinance promotes voluntary 
implementation and provides incentives for adding to and modifying historic structures while 
ensuring preservation of the original architectural integrity of the structure. The incentives 
include fee waivers, setback flexibility, parking reductions and a property tax reduction (Mills 
Act) for qualified historic structures. 

Properties on the historic inventory are rated either "En for Exceptional, "K" for Key or "C" for 
Contributive. "E" rated buildings are usually in excellent condition and unique; some are 
eligible for the National Register. Structures with a "K" rating are buildings which strongly 
maintain their original integrity and demonstrate a particular architectural style or time period. 
"C" rated structures contribute to the overall historic character of the neighborhood, but are not 
unique or distinctive; however, these properties are still important to the streetscape of Laguna 



Beach. The City of Laguna Beach has a total of 745 properties listed on its Historic Inventory, 
with 130 "E" rated structures, 351 " K  rated structures, and 258 "C" rated structures. 

California Environmental Qualitv Act 

The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) was adopted by the state legislature in 
response to a public mandate for thorough environmental analysis of any projects that have the 
potential to affect the environment. The provisions of the law and environmental review 
procedures are described in the CEQA Statutes and the CEQA Guidelines. Implementation of 
CEQA ensures that during the decision-making stage of development, City officials and the 
general public will be able to assess the environmental impacts associated with private and 
public development projects to historic, archaeological and paleontological resources. 

Certified Local Government 
The 1980 amendments to the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 provided for the 
establishment of a Certified Local Government (CLG). This program allows for direct local 
government participation and integration in a comprehensive statewide historic preservation 
planning process. certified Local ~overnments are-eligible on a competitive basis for special 
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matching grants from a pool of money representing atleast 10 of California's annual 
grant from the National Historic Preservation Fund. Although it is a federal program, the CLG 
program is administered by the Office of Historic Preservation in California. A local 
government that agrees to enforce state and local legislation for the designation and protection of 
historic properties, maintains a review board, maintains a system for the survey and inventory of 
historic properties and provides public participation in the local historic preservation process. 

California Register of Historical Resources 
The California Register of Historic Resources, enacted in 1992, is an authoritative guide to be 
used by state and local agencies, private groups, and citizens to identify the state's historical 
resources. The California Register program encourages public recognition of architectural, 
historic, archaeological, and cultural significance resources; identifies historical resources for 
state and local planning purposes; and defines threshold eligibility for state historical grant 
funding. Individuals or local governments may directly nominate properties to the California 
Register. Local public agencies may assist in the nomination of properties and may comment on 
nominations, which originate from private groups or individuals within their jurisdiction. 
Property owners must be notified and provided an opportunity to comment upon the 
nominations. 

National Register of Historic Places 

The National Register of Historic Places is the official list of the nation's cultural resources 
worthy of recognition and preservation. It is a federal program maintained by the National Park 
Service and administered by the Office of Historic Preservation in California. Properties qualify 
when they (a) are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad 
patterns of history, (b) are associated with the lives of persons significant in our past, (c) embody 
the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction; represent the work of 
a master; possess high artistic values; or represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose 



components may lack individual distinction or (d) have yielded, or may be likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. Any individual or group may prepare a National 
Register nomination. Completed applications are submitted to the Office of Historic 
Preservation. 

Although there are 38 properties eligible, only two properties in Laguna Beach are currently 
listed on the National Register of Historic Places; one is Villa Rockledge (c.1918-1921), a 
Spanish Mediterranean house designed by noted architect Arthur Benton, designer of the 
Mission Inn Hotel in Riverside, CA. Villa Rockledge is located at 2529 South Coast Highway. 
The other property listed on the National Register is the Cathedral Chapel of St. Francis By-the- 
Sea (American Catholic Church, c.1933), with eclectic architecture and built from the rubble of 
the Long Beach earthquake. The Cathedral Chapel of St. Francis by the Sea is located at 430 
Park Avenue. Photographs of these two structures follow this section. 

List of Properties Eligible for the National Register of Historic Places: 

41 1 Arroyo Chico 
820 Catalina Street 
1559 Catalina Street 
372 Center Street 
339 Cleo Street 
550 & 556 Cliff Drive 
305 Forest Avenue 
384 Forest Avenue 
412 Glenneyre Street 
1 166 Glenneyre Street 
57 1 Graceland Drive 
3 10 Hawthorne Road 
770 Hillcrest Drive 
445 Linden Street 
390 Magnolia Drive 
758 Manzanita Street 
139 Moss Point 
2 12 North Coast Highway 
308 North Coast Highway 
1280-1 284 North Coast Highway 
1991 Ocean Way 

21 9 1 Ocean Way 
2192 Ocean Way 
162 South Coast Highway 
335 South Coast Highway 
425 South Coast Highway 
90 1 - 91 3 South Coast Highway 
976 South Coast Highway 
1009 South Coast Highway 
1 183 South Coast Highway 
1289 South Coast Highway 
13 16 South Coast Highway 
1450 South Coast Highway 
1464 South Coast Highway 
2241 South Coast Highway 
2475 South Coast Highway 
155 Sunset Terrace 
2683 Victoria Drive 
290 Wave Street 
South Laguna: 
3 1 172 Ceanothus Drive 
40 North La Senda 
























































